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STUDENTS, DGALA SHOW
PRIDE
The students’ annual PRIDE celebration, now
in its tenth year, was expanded this year to
encompass two weeks of fun, educational,
consciousness-raising and celebratory events
that ran from late April into early May.
Throughout the occasion, Dartmouth Hall for
the first time displayed the rainbow colors,
causing Susan Jarvis ‘87 to express the
sentiments of
many alums
when
she
commented,
“I got teary
seeing this …
remembering
the times I
felt alienated
in front of
this building.”
Happily,
things
are
better for LGBTQIA students on campus
today; as PRIDE co-chair Shiv Sethi ‘17 said
to Green Light, “PRIDE was a very fulfilling
experience as I had the chance to see
students
from
my
class
and
the
underclassmen enjoy the events and make
Dartmouth feel a lot more welcoming and
inclusive.”
DGALA was a major supporter of PRIDE,
both financially and in person.
The
culminating event of the celebration was the

PRIDE 2016 Banquet, featuring a Lavender
Graduation, to which DGALA alums were
invited. The event was held under a tent in
the courtyard of Triangle House (a setup
pioneered at the Triangle House dedication
ceremony held during DGALA’s all-class
reunion in October 2014, but the weather was
warmer this time!).
At the graduation
ceremony,
DGALA
leaders
presented
rainbow
tassels and
DGALA tshirts
to
some
twenty
graduates.
DGALA
also
participated in the presentation of awards to
grads, including the new Allison Smith ‘06
award, given in memory of a beloved DGALA
community member (see page 4 for more on
this year’s honoree). Also at the ceremony,
DGALA presented to Triangle House a
collection of books by Dartmouth authors,
and President Brendan Connell ‘87 promised
that even more titles will be forthcoming!
Storm Avery Mata ’19 commented to Green
Light, “As a resident of Triangle House, the
event which stood out to me the most was the
PRIDE, continued next page
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Lavender Graduation PRIDE 2016 Banquet.
In particular, I found the DGALA book
dedication to be special because of its
uniqueness to Dartmouth. Triangle House is
a home for me, and seeing the books written

powerful symbol of the progress we have
made and recognition of the work still left to
do.” v

Students organize the DGALA T-shirts before ceremony

by members of DGALA reminds me of those
who came before me and paved the way for
Triangle House to be what it is today. The
house is a unique space and holds a special
place in my heart for being my home on
campus.” Avery added, “As a member of the
PRIDE Planning Committee, I can say
unequivocally that DGALA’s contributions of
time, finances, and presence empowered us

Brendan presents the DGALA authors’ books to
Triangle House UGA Katherine McAvoy ’17

The graduates line up for their tassels and T-shirts

to create a PRIDE that focused on the
experiences of LGBTQIA+ students on
campus, emphasizing intersectionality and
trans identities. Moreover, we were able to
honor the legacy and contributions of
LGBTQIA+ alumni by taking part in a tradition
they helped create. PRIDE at Dartmouth is a

Award-winning grads (with roses) pose by Triangle
House, as pink flamingos look on appreciatively
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DGALA DAY OF SERVICE FOR AT-RISK LGBTQ HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
By Amanda Rosenblum ’07

DGALA participated in the second annual
Dartmouth Alumni Day of Service Saturday, May
7th in NYC. As one of some 35 alum service
projects around the country, DGALA members
built upon our growing relationship with HetrickMartin Institute (HMI), the host agency for the
groundbreaking Harvey Milk High School,
devoted to serving at-risk LGBTQ youth in NYC.
As it can be challenging to find a one-day
community
service
project for a group
on a Saturday that
directly
impacts
people in need, we
had to think outside
the box to come up
with a good project.
As a group, we
decided to assemble
and donate tote bags
of supplies for each
of the 75 youth served by HMI this year. DGALA
members quickly rallied behind the cause. In
addition to the toiletries, electronics, and bags we
were able to purchase as a result of the generous
dues donations by DGALA members, we received
in-kind donations from ten other individuals.

On May 17th, sixteen DGALA members came
together for our event. The day was hosted by
Amanda B. Rosenblum ’07, DGALA Board
Member, and Melanie Pastuck ’11, DGALA Vice
President, at Melanie’s offices at Google, above
Chelsea Market. We were able to fill the bags
with a large amount of toiletries, care products,
food, magazines, electronics, make-up, school
supplies, and more. A few board members then
took the haul over to HMI, where we were greeted
excitedly by staff and young
people. As HMI students
came in throughout the
week, they were each given
a bag – we were informed
they were “flying off the
shelves!”
DGALA has done other
projects with Hetrick-Martin
Institute,
which
has
expressed gratitude and is
looking
forward
to
a
flourishing partnership with us.
The DGALA
board is eternally grateful to the entire
membership for making this day possible, through
the sharing of resources, the donating of time,
and the financial support from afar. We hope to
bring the DGALA Day of Service to many more
cities next year!! v

JOIN US ON CAMPUS JUNE 17-18 FOR
DGALA’S FREE MINI-REUNION!
Friday 10pm-Midnight: Annual Drinks at Canoe Club, 27
Main Street (free drinks while supplies last!)
Saturday 9-10:30am: DGALA Brunch with President Hanlon
in Hinman Forum (Rockefeller Center)
Saturday Noon-1pm: Gathering at Triangle House
Saturday 2-3pm: DGALA Faculty Lecture at Haldeman 041
with Steve Swayne, Jacob H. Strauss 1922 Professor of
Music; Chair, Department of Music, and longtime DGALA
friend: “Pandora's Box: The Effects of Easy Listening”
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STUDENTS CREATE LGBTQIA
LEADERSHIP BOARD
By Michelle Hector Kermond, Assistant Dean and
Advisor for Sexuality, Women and Gender

The LGBTQIA+ Leadership Board provides an
opportunity for representatives from the various
LGBTQIA+ groups on campus to come together.
These groups include Spectra, Alliance, PRIDE,
Triangle House, PAC, and Sexuality, Women, and
Gender advising. The mission of the board is to
create a stronger LGBTQIA+ community on
campus and respond to campus climate issues
that give voice to marginalized communities. The
LGBTQIA+ Leadership Board brings leaders
together and creates mentorship opportunities for
the students who will become leaders.
The Leadership Board was the idea of Justin
Maffett '16 (winner of the first annual Allison
Smith ’06 award), who approached me in the Fall
of 2015 with the hopes of creating a leadership

PRIDE EVENT IS

TRANS-FORMING
First created in 2009 by Rigel Cable ‘10 (now a
DGALA director), TransForm is regularly a big hit
at PRIDE. This year’s event blurred gender
barriers
and
focused
on
positive
selfexpression via a
mix of fashion,
poetry,
music,
dance
and
videos.
Event
director Danica
Rodriguez
‘18
commented
about the show
that “Pride in
existence is kind
of the ultimate form of protest. I really saw this
show as claiming space for the LGBTQIA
community.” DGALA had a photographer at the

L to R: Michelle, Justin and the rest of the Board

board that serves as a central hub for questions,
requests, and to address student concerns. What
struck me most was Justin's reason – he wanted
to strengthen the Dartmouth LGBTQIA+
community for current and future students.

event, who sent back a sampling of the show
(more photos are on our FaceBook page). v

The board meets biweekly, and as their advisor, I
oversee the meetings. The board has hosted a
total of eight socials since the Fall term with great
success. There is a significant attendance of 19s
at these events. The board is currently in the
process of writing a constitution. They hold
weekly writing meetings and vote at the biweekly
board meetings.
They are in the planning
process for next year. v
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DGALA EVENTS NOW SPAN THE GLOBE
In 2016 DGALA has expanded its local events program, now including not just in the USA but also
internationally. A few of the get-togethers are shown on the this and the following page (as well as
elsewhere in this issue). Others also took place. For updates, keep an eye on DGALA e-mails, our
Facebook page and our website http://dgala.com . DGALA alums are encouraged to plan events in their
own areas, and funding support is available from DGALA. For more information, e-mail us at
dartgala@gmail.com.

LONDON

Great turnout for our first DGALA event in London!
We invited members of the Dartmouth Club of
London to join us for libations in the Convent
Garden neighborhood!!

LOS ANGELES, 2

An all-DGALA gathering for drinks in Tinseltown.

LOS ANGELES, 1

DGALA celebrates at an Ivy+ LGBTQ alum gathering
in the City of Angels.

SAN FRANCISCO

DGALA VP Mel Pastuck ’11 visits the City by the Bay
and draws a big turnout!
Events, continued on next page
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Events, continued from prior page

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DGALA DC members gathered on Capitol Hill
for spring cocktails.

REPORT FROM
TRIANGLE HOUSE
By Catherine McAvoy '17, House UGA
(see photo of Catherine on page 2)

As this term draws to a close, marking the end
of Triangle House’s second year, I can’t help
but remark upon the changes that have
occurred.

A welcoming sign!

Friends at the bar!

A good time was had by all!

When I first came to the house last summer, it
was just that – a house, a place for students to
sleep. Sure, the building was nicer than the
dorm I had just come from, and I had to admit
that having air conditioning over the summer
was especially great, but for the most part,
there wasn’t a very strong sense of
community. Instead, we were all individual
students doing our own thing and occasionally
coming together for a house barbeque. There
were a few friendships among students living
in the house, but those were usually already in
place prior to moving in – I noticed very few
new bonds being formed between unfamiliar
residents.
In the last year, however, it has truly been a
pleasure to watch Triangle House become a
home for its students. They are now actively
engaged in the house community, whether
that’s through weekly house brunches, movie
nights, study breaks, or just hanging out and
socializing in common spaces. They support
one another, from making tea for a sick
housemate and offering help studying to
participating together in campus protests. This
sense of community has also extended
beyond just the residential house to the
broader LGBTQIA+ community at Dartmouth;
Triangle House played a larger role this year in
PRIDE than it has in the past, hosting both
Lavender Graduation and opening one of our
house brunches to all of campus.
Looking forward to the coming year, I’m
excited to see how the house will continue to
change. These last two years have meant so
much in terms of building up the house’s
potential; now, it’s time to see what grows. v
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TWO ALUMS JOIN DGALA BOARD

SUPPORT DGALA/DCF SCHOLARS

Two alums were newly elected to the DGALA
Board of Directors earlier this year. Here’s a bit
about them:

In 2006 DGALA joined with the Dartmouth College
Fund to create the DGALA/DCF Scholars Fund.
Since then, every dollar that a DGALA alum
contributes to the DCF is counted toward funding
DGALA Scholars: current LGBTQ students who
receive need-based financial aid. For every $30,000
that DGALA alums give to DCF, DGALA is able to
fund another DGALA Scholar. Last fiscal year,
DGALA alums made gifts to the DCF sufficient to
support four DGALA Scholars for this school year.
Below are excerpts from a letter of appreciation sent
to us by one of this year's Scholars (all of our
scholars thanked us).

Ashley Afranie-Sakyi ‘13 lives in Washington,
D.C., where she works for Politico Pro. Ashley
was active in the LGBT community at Dartmouth,
including working as an intern in the Office of
Queer and Allied Student Advising under both
Pam Misener and Reese Kelly. She also served
as a Co-Director of Outreach
Dartmouth,
a
queer
mentoring
organization.
Through these roles, Ashley
had the pleasure of planning
events to bring together the
queer
community
at
Dartmouth. Now an alum,
Ashley
is
eager
to
coordinate events with other DGALA members in
the DC area. She told Green Light that she
envisions “continuing to make the DGALA
community accessible to queer alumni 'round the
girdled earth.” She notes that Dartmouth's queer
alumni base continues to evolve, and Ashley's
focus is for DGALA’s programming and influence
to develop in a way that reflects this growth.
Sheila Hicks-Rotella ‘04 lives and works in the
Bronx, where she is Director of Financial Aid and
Middle School Admissions at the Riverdale
School.
Sheila was active in the LGBT
community while at Dartmouth; she also was a
member of the Dartmouth Women’s Rugby Club
and she continues to keep in close touch with
many former teammates.
Sheila told Green Light “It
continues to be extremely
important for DGALA to be a
vocal and visible part of the
College and even more
important to strengthen ties
with the other affiliated
groups. I am excited about
supporting DGALA in any
way that I can, but I am especially hopeful to
continue the work of collaborating with other
affiliated groups, to connect with and support our
current Dartmouth students, and to further
engage a growing segment of the DGALA alumni
population – parents.” (Sheila is about to become
a parent!) v

By contributing to the DCF before June 30 of this
year, you can help to fund DGALA Scholars for the
coming academic year. You may contribute online at
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~alfund. There is no need
to make any special designation; just by being a
DGALA member, your contribution will support this
important program. (And if you have LGBTQIA alum
friends not currently on our list, we encourage you to
ask them to join so we can all support the DGALA
Scholar program!
It’s easy to join our list at
dgala.com; there’s a link on the homepage.)
Dear DGALA,
I come from a county where the school system is
plagued by the effects of severe budget cuts. My
teachers set my sights higher than I because they
believed in me. My vision was
the closest state school; their
vision was Dartmouth. And
they were correct.
I have
thrived at Dartmouth in ways I
could not have imagined.
Dartmouth has taught me the
value of making community an
active and demanding process
because, in a place such as Dartmouth, such as this
world, it is imperative to have those who will stand
beside you always. I am a product of Dartmouth
and, in the end, my tales will include struggle,
disappointment
and
sometimes
feelings
of
hopelessness, but , more importantly, they will tell of
gleaming success, achievement and flourishing.
These are what make Dartmouth for me; it is this
contradictory nature of the beast that will forever
allow the hill winds to course through my veins.
Thank you, Tramon McZeal ‘16
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Friends!
For those of us who graduated from Dartmouth
years ago, the following scene is almost
unimaginable: two large white tents in front of
Triangle House filled with the graduating LGBTQIA
students, their friends and families, as well as
many faculty members and administrators, the
atmosphere joyous and celebratory.
On May 6th, I had to the honor to attend the
Lavender Graduation celebration that was the
culmination of Dartmouth PRIDE to make a few
remarks on behalf of DGALA and to present books
by DGALA authors to Triangle House’s library. I
was thrilled to be joined by DGALA secretary Pete
Williams and advisors Nancy Vogele and David
Eichman to present rainbow tassels to our
graduating students.
One especially poignant
moment during this unforgettable evening was
Nancy’s presentation of the inaugural Allison Smith
’06 award to Justin Maffett ’16. DGALA was so
pleased to provide financial support for all of the
Dartmouth PRIDE events thanks to your generous
dues support.
I was on the road quite a bit over the last six
months on Guggenheim business and was happy
to see many of you at DGALA events in Istanbul,
London, Los Angeles, and Washington, DC. As
always, please let us know if you would like to
organize a DGALA event in your area, we always
have a blast!
Creating service opportunities for our members is
a top priority of mine, and I am so grateful to board
member Amanda Rosenblum for taking the lead
on DGALA’s participation in the College’s Day of
Service on May 7th. DGALA members in the New
York City area gathered to assemble messenger
bags filled with supplies for the young people at
Hetrick-Martin Institute/Harvey Milk High School.
Thanks again for your financial support, which
made this worthwhile project possible.
Along with the leaders of Dartmouth’s other
affiliated alumni groups (BADA, DALA, DAPAAA,
and NAAD), DGALA’s leadership has been very
involved in the focus on faculty diversity at the
College over the past several months. More to
come on this very important topic, but I was
heartened that Professor of Women’s, Gender,
and Sexuality Studies Eng-Beng Lim, a member of
our community, received tenure this spring.

I hope to see you in Hanover for our annual minireunion on June 17th and 18th!
Brendan
Brendan Connell, Jr. ‘87
President of DGALA v

ERIC FANNING ‘90
CONFIRMED AS U.S.
SECRETARY OF ARMY
In May of this year, the Senate confirmed Eric
Fanning ‘90 to the position of Army secretary,
making him the first openly gay leader of a U.S.
military service.
The confirmation came eight
months after President Obama nominated Fanning
to the position, when a lone Republican opponent
finally dropped his hold on the nomination.
Fanning had addressed DGALA’s All-Class
Reunion in October 2014, speaking of his tenure at

the Pentagon, often as the only openly-gay senior
military official on the scene.
On May 19th Fanning was honored by the
Dartmouth Club of Washington, D.C. at a dinner
attended by a strong contingent of proud DGALA
members, a few of whom are shown above with
Eric. Brendan and Gustavo Ruiz Llopiz ’14 made
remarks at the event on behalf of DGALAv
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